
Donald Sturm
October 1, 1946 - December 6, 2012

Donald Sturm, age 66 of Carroll died Thursday, December 6, 2012, at his
residence near Carroll surrounded by his family following a battle with cancer. 
Mass of the Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:30 A.M. Monday at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Mt. Carmel. The Celebrant will be Father Gary
Snyder. Lector will be Don’s brother, Dick Sturm. Mass Servers will be his
grandchildren, Madison and Meghan Sturm. Gift Bearers will be
grandchildren, Cody Marquardt, Katie Marquardt, Toby Sturm, Kayla Sturm,
Jacie Sturm, Gavin Sturm, and Brody Sturm. Communion Ministers will be
Lynn and Dave Wittrock. Music will be by organist Denise Nieland and the Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Choir and by soloists Mike and Sue Moore and Mark
Caraher. Casket Bearers will be Marvin Glass, Tom Irlbeck, Mike Wiederin,
Norman Schettler, Phil Collison, and Matt Lemker. Burial will be at Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Cemetery in Mt. Carmel with military honors conducted by the
Breda American Legion. 
Friends may call at the Sharp Funeral Home in Carroll after 4 P.M. on Sunday.
There will be a Christian wake service at 7 P.M. Sunday by Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish. Online condolences may be left for Don’s family at www.sharpf
uneral.com. 
Don was born on October 1, 1946, at Carroll, Iowa, the son of Frank X. Sturm,
Jr. and Lucy “Liz” Loew. He spent his lifetime in the Carroll community and
graduated from Kuemper High School with the class of 1964. He entered the
U.S. Army in February 1966 and served during the Vietnam War being



honorably discharged in February 1968. Don and Mary Sporleder were
married on February 15, 1969, at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lidderdale.
The family lived north of Carroll where Don farmed and worked with his son
Matt building equipment for the American Professional Quilting Systems of
Carroll. He was a member of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish. Don enjoyed his
family, especially his grandchildren, and enjoyed restoring tractors and cars,
driving his 1968 Dodge Charger, watching westerns on television, and was so
proud of the fact that their family was named Farm Family of the Year by the
Farmers Home Administration in the 1970’s. 
Don is survived by his wife, Mary Sturm of Carroll; his children, Julie Sturm of
Carroll, Mike (Jodie) Sturm of Carroll, Matt Sturm of Carroll, and Joe (Carri)
Sturm of Carroll; 9 grandchildren; his mother, Lucy “Liz” Sturm of Carroll; two
sisters, Bernie (Neil) Kenkel of Twin Lakes and Barb (Bob) Beyerink of Vail; a
brother, Dick (Mavis) Sturm of Denver, Colo.; sisters-in-law and brothers-in-
law, Linda Francis and her friend Kenny of Faribault, Minn., Roger and Sherry
Sporleder of Unionville, Missouri, Steve and Marilyn Sporleder of Lidderdale,
June and John Kennebeck of Glidden, Phil Sporleder of Carroll, and Janel
and Eric Niceswanger of Carroll; and by many nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his father, Frank X. Sturm, Jr.
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Eric, Tracy, Anthony and Tasha Sturm - December 08, 2012 at 06:16 PM

To the Family of Don Sturm: we are sorry for your loss and may
God watch over you during this difficult time. Don is resting
peacefully and we do hope that you find comfort in the coming days.

Brenda Beyerink - December 07, 2012 at 04:58 PM

DON STURM...my uncle & Godfather!It is w/great honor to know
such a strong, hard working, family man who reminds me so much
of Grandpa. I wish w/all my heart that there were something
someone could do to take away the pain but there isn't. When my
brother passed away, I found that people do & say the most
incredibly stupid things in their effort to comfort. Forgive them for
sympathy & empathy arn't founded on constructive, intellectual
thought processes but rather on emotions. People were saying we
should do this or don't do that as an aid in recovering from our grief.
I was confused because all I knew was that there was this incredible
pain that seemed only to get worse. Then a very understanding
woman said what works for others won't work for you. Each loved
one who leaves has had their own special relationship w/those left
behind that's not duplicated in any other family. We must each find
for ourselves what it takes to replace the pain w/memories & mend
the peices of our broken hearts. I found (w/out thinking about it) that
it doesn't hurt as much as today. And on some other day it didn't
hurt as much as it did that day. You'll never stop missing him but
you'll discover he's still with you, truly! My deepest sympathy to all
family & friends going through the heartache of our loss. Please
take care spiritually, emotionally & physically!


